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parties, and it was intolerable that the Barcelona
central telephone office, which might have to be
made use of at any moment by military headquarters,
was supervised and guarded by armed trade union-
ists. It is equally true, however, that the manner
in which the central telephone office was occupied
by the police inevitably had the effect of a provoca-
tion. It should be added that the Communist chief
of police who was responsible for the order was
subsequently dismissed.

On the other hand, it is not correct, in my view,
that the conflict in Barcelona was deliberately pro-
voked by the P.O.U.M. It should be remembered
that the P.O.U.M. never was a Trotskyist party,
but a combination of three of the older Marxist
parties in the B.O.G. (the peasant and workers
bloc), which Trotsky had openly trounced for being
established on a too democratic basis and for its
naughtiness in refusing to have anything to do
with the Fourth International. Nor is it any more
in accordance with the facts that the conflict in
Barcelona ended in a complete victory for the
Government troops. The end was brought about
through the good offices of the Anarchist leaders
who had come over from Valencia.

It is a fact, however, that throughout the country,
and especially in the army, the conflict in Barcelona
was grist to the Communist mill. Nobody who was